


We believe the site has the capacity to support up to 6,000 jobs by 2030,

attract investment of around £300 million, and generate more than £38m for

the regional economy every year.

Phase | Masterplan

When we consulted the community and
stakeholders earlier this year we sensed a
real desire for this project to move forward.
Many people recognise the need to reverse
the out migration of young people leaving
the Highlands and the desire to create the
academic campus this region needs and
deserves.

Our planning application for the entire site will
continue to be considered by The Highland
Council. But as with any submission of this size
it will take time to process.

In order to move things forward we are
therefore submitting a second application for
the core academic campus only.

It focuses on delivering facilities for the
organisations with which HIE has been in
discussion for the last year or more, including
the potential for:

e Inverness College

o UHI

e Scottish Agricultural College

» Centre for Health Science

* Business incubator space

* Indoor sports facility

* Hotel operated on social enterprise
principles

This equates to the following space:

* Academic buildings - up to 36,500 sgqm

*  Business and Incubation - up to
1,500 sgm

* Indoor sports complex - up to
6,000 sgm

* Student and other short term
residences - 11,000 sgm

* Associated landscape, open space,
outdoor recreation, infrastructure
and services necessary to support
the development phases



We've listened to you

Over 350 people attended the first exhibition
in March 2009, with 76 people submitting
written responses. Of these, over 70% were
positive.

Positive comments included:
* Great asset to the Inverness area
* Sports facilities would be very beneficial
*  Very well thought out
* Proposed foot/cycle paths/public
transport links are good
* Proposed campus fits well with
surrounding area
* This is long overdue
* Good to retain young and older
generations
Crucial to the future of Inverness

Concerns included:

* Road congestion (particular concern
with Inshes roundabout)

 Parking issues

* Blot on landscape (one response)

* Worries over spoiling agricultural land
(one response)

* Too close to residential properties
(one response)

* Flooding concerns (one response)

+ Sustainability worries (two responses)

It is important to highlight that out

of the 21 ‘concerned’ feedback forms,
most indicated that the overall project
was a good idea.

A recent survey confirmed that the region has around 18,000 fewer |8-30

year-olds when compared with the age profile of Scotland’s population. Many of the

young people surveyed cited the lack of a Highlands and Islands university as a key

factor in their decision to live out with the Region.

What’s New
and Why

* A new crossroads junction is proposed
from the south, formed from the
existing junction between the A9 slip
road and Culloden Road. This junction
replaces the roundabout, included in the
previous application, which could be in
conflict with proposals for the Trunk Link
Road once they come forward

* Widening of Culloden Road is proposed
to increase traffic capacity on the
surrounding local roads

* The principles of the Landscape
Framework for the site remain and
have been enhanced in line with the
changes to the masterplan, including the
creation of a parkland setting and the
opportunity for public access

* Itis also proposed to add an additional
lane to the slip road exiting the A9 up
to the proposed new junction. This,
along with the regulation of traffic
signals in this local area, will ensure
a reduction in queuing onto the A9
currently experienced in peak traffic
periods

* HIE has developed Design Guidelines
with the aim being to control the
quality of development both in terms
of the core infrastructure and occupier
buildings. This has had a positive impact
on the development of the Phase |
masterplan

The Campus transport system is being designed
to be sustainable and deliver benefits to the
wider community. It will feature new road and
path connections to the Beechwood site that
will link in with and extend the city’s existing
networks.

What’s
next?

HIE hopes to submit the second planning
application in December 2009. In terms of
timing we anticipate planning permission
could be granted as early as Spring 2010.

On this basis, HIE will immediately move
into a phase of detailed design of the
essential infrastructure necessary to open
up the land and allow development of
Phase | to proceed.

The target will be to have a contractor
appointed and these initial works underway
the beginning of 201 |. The aspiration is
then to have the first buildings occupied
from mid 2013 onwards.



The plans for Inverness Campus received a
significant boost in September when the Board
of Highlands and Islands Enterprise agreed

to invest up to £25m to open up the site at
Beechwood Farm.

HIE acquired Beechwood Farm earlier this
year, and have already invested or committed
£5.4m in buying the land and developing a
masterplan in consultation with a range of
potential partners and stakeholders.

The £25 million has been earmarked for site
servicing works over the next five years,
creating access to transport links and essential
services such as water and electricity, as

well as attractive landscaping. It will be
marketed worldwide through Scottish
Development International as a premier
academic and business location for foreign
investment in Scotland.

HIE's Chair; William Roe, says the campus
development is one of number of

‘transformational projects’ HIE is delivering to
help the Highlands and Islands achieve
sustainable economic growth following the
recession

“Inverness Campus is the biggest project that
HIE has ever undertaken.

“It's not just a big investment for us. It stands to
attract many millions from other sources over
the next 20 years, and to have a huge economic
impact on the city and the wider region.

“HIE is carrying out transformational projects
throughout the Highlands and Islands, ranging
from a highly innovative creative industries project
in Shetland to cutting edge renewable energy
manufacturing in Kintyre.

“It's a critical step in enabling UHI to establish
itself as a key academic institution in Scotland.
That in turn will help us attract and retain more
young people which is a vital part of our plan for
population growth.”
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The Highland Council has commenced the preparation of its Highland-wide

Development plan, which has involved public consultation as part of the Main

Issues Report Stage. This report identified the area to the east of Inverness city

as the preferred location for an academic campus, in line with HIE's vision for the

Beechwood site.

We want to hear your comments about this project. In particular; we would welcome any

specific observations on the content of the masterplan to help us form the forthcoming

planning application for this first phase of the development of Inverness Campus.

Keeping yourself

ate

The Inverness Campus website at www.invernesscampus.co.uk

will be updated regularly during the planning and development phases of the
project. Please visit it regularly for the latest news of progress towards realising the
goal of a high quality, ambitious, academic campus, of which we can all be proud.
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A larger print version of the newsletter is available on request.
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